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■66: (Four Times Amended) The teleconferencing system of claim 403% [further 
comprising: 

(a) at least one signal router] wherein the system is configured to optimize the routing of 

i 

AV signals between said locations. 


7 

€T. (Once Amended) The teleconferencing system of claim GG, wherein [said router 
optimizes said] toe signal routing is optimized based on either the actual or the anticipated 
state of said AV path. 


t^* ^ (Twice Amended) The teleconferencing system of claim [208] .38?; wherein said AV 
path includes at least one trunk associated with at least one codec. 



3 


13 

Tot* 

(a) 


12- 


(Thrice Amended) The teleconferencing system of claim ST. further comprising: 
a data network providing a data path for carrying data signals among the 


workstations; and 


(b) 


a data conference manager [for managing] configured to manapp a data conference 


during which shared data is displayed at the workstations of a plurality of [the] participants. 


mm 


19 


'X 492: (Once Amended) The teleconferencing system of claim [191] 496* . further 

comprising an echo canceller to reduce echo during the reproduction of said audio sum. 
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Z1* 


(Thrice Amended) The teleconferencing system of claim[ J 6*T A wherein the AV 
reproduction capabilities of at least the workstation of the first participant includes a plurality 
of speakers, ihe system further comprising: 


(a) 


an audio control configured to control the reproduction of said audio sum at said 


first participant's workstation such that the composition of the audio originating from each of 
the second and third participants reproduced at each speaker is dependent on a position of the 
images of the second and third participants in said reproduced mosaic image. 


3* 3* 

205. (Twice Amended) The method of conducting a teleconference of claim [203] i9JZ 

further comprising the steps of: 


(a) 


receiving captured audio of the first and second participants and a third 


participant; 


(b) 


combining the received audio of only the second and third participants into an 


audio sum; and 


reproducing the audio sum at the workstation associated with the first participant. 


-207T* (Once Amended) A teleconferencing system for conducting a teleconference 
among a plurality of participants comprising: 


(a) 
(b) 


first, second and third locations; 

at least one workstation at each of the first ? second and third locations, each 


workstation including audio and video capture and reprpduction capabilities arranged to 
capture and reproduce participant video images and spoken audio; 
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(c) 

W) 
(e) 


a codec associated with each of the first, second and third locations; 
an AV path linking the three locations; 

a network switch associated with at least one of the first and second locations and 


designed to route codec compressed AV signals representing captured participant video 
images and spoken audio along the AV path; [and] 


(0 


a switch in communication with the third location to route compressed AV signals, 
destined for the second location, from the first location to the second location without the 
compressed AV signals being decompressed or reproduced at said third location; and 
^ a Local Area Network switch functionally nnrirW d betw^r. th* ^rv^-^ 
and the codec associated with on* of the first »nH ^ ond i^tionc t n TQUte fiif ynak fft ftA 

workstation at that Incay nn , 

wfrerein, the location at whirh the Loci Are, N etwork switch «. positioned is » mniti. 
participant location havin g a plurality of works tations , *nH 

wherejn the Local Area Network s witeh is arrange d to receive si^ s from the ^ „ 
that location and route the received signal, tn . *~t^ tion workstation « f th e wnr w stafirtn 
plurality. 



Delete claims 208 and 209. 


1$ 


210. (Once Amended) The teleconferencing system of claim [209] OM, wherein 



n 

I 21297846 


Response Amendment T7 __ r 

USSN 08/131,523 

(a) the number of workstations at each multi-participant location is greater than the 
number of any one resource in the group consisting of codecs and network switches 
associated with that location, and 

(b) each of the workstations has access to any of the resources. 


m. (Once Amended) The teleconferencing system of claim [21 1] 50f: further 
comprising: 

(a) a participant locator that responds to a participant logging into a workstation by 

associating that participant with each such workstation logged into, thereby enabling the 
routing of a videoconference call, for that participant, to the workstation at which that 
participant is logged in. 


/ 


•3«r (Once Amended) The teleconferencing system of claim [62] 3&h wherein video 
images are reproduced at a workstation as full-motion video. 


m. (Once Amended) The method of conducting a teleconference of claim [196] 24fr. 
further comprising the steps of: 

(a) associating a participant with each workstation logged into by the participant; and 

(b) routing a call to initiate a videoconference with such participant to the workstation 
at which that participant is logged in. 


21297846 


5. 


33Wd 


£990iS8Slb=ai 


: NOSIJ Z& = 90 LG-bZ-HdV 


Response Amendment 

USSN 08/131,523 

-34* (Once Amended) The method of claim 1196] 2*£ wherein video images are 
reproduced at a workstation as full-motion video. 


one 


■2** (Once Amended) A method of conducting a teleconference among at least one 
participant at each of first and second locations, each location having at least one associated 
workstation with audio and video capture and reproduction capabilities and a codec and 
of the locations having a Local Area Network switch, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) linking the first and second locations with a third location including at least one 
workstation with audio and video reproduction capabilities and at least one codec; 

(b) capturing video images and spoken audio of a participant at the first location; 
^ (c) compressing signals representing the captured video and audio at the first location; 

(d) routing compressed signals, destined for the second location, to the third location; 

(e) receiving the routed signals at the third location and routing the received signals 
from the third to the second location without decompressing the received signals or 
reproducing the audio or video represented by the received signals at the workstation at the 
third location; 


(f) 


receiving the signals from the third location and reproducing the audio and video, 


captured at the first location, at the second location; and 


(g) 


using the Local Area Network switch to route signals representing captured 


participant audio and video between the workstation and the codec at the location having the 
switch. 


f 
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]Add the following claimsT\ 


The teleconferencing system of claim further comprising a close-up selector 
for selecting the image of one of the participants in said mosaic image and replacing said 


mosaic image with the image of said selected image. 

38 -jf 
22er The method of conducting a teleconference of claim Wf, further comprising the 

steps of: 

(a) selecting the image of one of the participants in the mosaic image; and 

(b) replacing the mosaic image with the image of the selected image. 

22-tr The method of conducting a teleconference of claim 499? wherein the reproduced 
mosaic image includes images of the first, second and third participants, the method further 
comprising the step of: 

(a) reproducing the audio sum at the first participant's workstation such that the 

composition of the reproduced audio is dependent on a position of the images of participants 
in the reproduced mosaic image. 



REMARKS 


This amendment is made in response to the Final Office Action dated April 15, 1997, 
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